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S e Explosions, Murder,
+  Impeachment — But
Life Goes On in Manila

LEGAL
RIGHTS

By Atty. Johnson Lazaro

A FEW weeks before I left
for my scheduled immigra-
tion seminars in Manila, an
explosion rocked the popular
Glorietta shopping center in
the crowded area of Makati.
Several people died and
many others were injured.

At the day of my arriv-
al, Saturday November 10,
2007, the head of the legal
department of the Commis-
sion on Elections, Alioden
Dalaig, was gunned down
in front of the hotel where 1
just checked in. Dalaig was
crossing the street in front of
Hyatt Hotel and Casino when
the gunman approached and
shot him at close range. This
happened at about 6:00 p.m.,
several hours after I had just
entered the hotel to prepare
for my seminars. Just a few
days after the murder, a car
bomb exploded outside the
entrance lobby of the Batasan
complex in Quezon City. The
bomb killed a congressman,
his driver and injuring 12
others.

Due to these events, and
for security reasons, the Gen-
eral Consul at the U.S. Em-
bassy restricted entries into
the building and cancelled
our appointment. However
despite these harrowing sto-
ries, Filipinos seem to take
itin stride. It’s not that they
are jaded or apathetic.

On the contrary, many are
fearful and worried about
the future in the Philippines.
But many who I spoke with
remained philosophical. The
taxi driver who took me to
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the office the day after the
blast at Batasan assured
me that it’s all a part of liv-
ing in Manila. He stated (in
Tagalog) “It’s the way of life.
But I can’t stop living and
driving my cab or my family
will starve. You learn to take
what life gives you here in
the Philippines.” That’s true.
You roll with the punches as
they say.

Let me also mention that
while these blasts and murder
were taking place, a group is
trying to impeach the Presi-
dent. I guess it’s that time
of the year. The Philippine
Supreme Court dismissed
impeachment complaints in
2005 and 2006. It appears
that this recent impeachment
is headed the same direction.
But again life goes on with
many Filipinos. A client who
owns a profitable business
in Makati admitted that the
masses may be getting rest-
less and the current events
are merely previews of what’s
to come.

[ agree that the hard life in
the Philippines may eventu-
ally cause people to go on
mass protests. But I'm con-
tinually amazed that despite
the challenges Filipinos face
on a daily basis, they remain
vigilant and committed to a
better future. I believe that
the violence that we see are
isolated events. The majority
still prefer to live peacefully
and carve out a meaningful
future for their children.

At the time of the writing
of this article, the Philippine
National Police (PNP) de-
clared that the Batasan blast

is solved. The chief went on
national television to enu-
merate the evidence against
three suspected Abu Sayyaf
bandits. These suspects were
killed by the police causing
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some raised eyebrows from
congressional members. A
case of this magnitude solved
within 72 hours, has caused
some to criticize the PNP.
Some lawmakers admitted
that something stinks about
the handling of the case
by the PNP — more contro-
Versy.

A man selling cigarettes at
the corner of my hotel did not
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see the murder but had this
to say (in Tagalog): “Don’t
worry; we will recover from
this tragedy. Our politics is
far from perfect and we have
many problems facing our
nation. But our spirits are
high. We will be fine. Life
will go on.” These are words
of wisdom from a Filipino
who still sees the possibil-
ity of light at the end of the
tunnel.
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Atty. Lazaro represents immigrants
in Immigration Courts throughout the
United States and U.S. Embassy in
Manila. The firm’s offices are located in
San Francisco, Makati City (Philippines),
and Fremont, Union City California.
Telephone (415) 278-9577. E-mail:
Law@LazaroLaw.com Website: www.
lazarolaw.com.
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This article should not be taken as legal
advice for any individual case or situation.
The information is intended to be general and
should not be relied upon for any specific
situation. This is not meant to create a

or FIRST

lawyer-client relationship.
(Advertising Supplement)
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* Personal *
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841 San Bruno Avenue West Suites 12 to 14 San Bruno, CA 94066 » Tel ;

(650) 583-6818 » Fax : (650) 583-6819

BALIKBAYAN BOX & CARGO

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

CONSTRUCTION _

MANILA EXPRESS INC g

Oeffaring Ooean Condainer Cargo Worldwide

sutomobiles | Personad Effects /| Commercial Goods t
Spacial Rabtas to the Philippinas

Containers 20' Dry
LOwW Containers 40' Dry
RATES | containers 45' Dry
Departure: Beach | Los Angeles | Dakland
Arrival: Manila | Philippines - 20 to 26 Days
CALL FOR QUOTE
Gerardo de Guzman Joe Lang

(510) 719-9229 (510) 719-7238

LINDS & WINDOW COVERING

Window Covering Plus

[...FREE

Wood Blinds * Vertical Blinds
Shades * Shutt 108) 973 1595
Draperies = (916) 662 1334

Dependable! +f SatisfoctionGuaranteed

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

PRBBRBABBBLEBRVBDBRBHBAE
& HAVE YOUR OWN BUSINESS IN THE PHILIPPINES @
AND GIVE YOUR LOVED ONES BACK HOME

A TASTE OF SUCCESSHA
FOR AS LI AS 3000 START P CASH,
OWN A WATER REFILLING STATION ANYWHERE
1N THE PHILIPPINES

B paart al ithe MAugua 2000 llmll\' with aver 190 gaileis nataoawids

For inquirics, please call Mike st
BIB-G42-07 14
eer ermaill use g ua DM pacificnerph
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Bridging Filipinos

Across the World

SiER

MoneyGram International cordially seeking
agents:

* |ncrease your revenue and store traffic
* No extra investment required
« Easy to operate

If you are interested. please contact
East Coast Harry Yang 661-210-8243
West Coast Ted Lee 213-700-2627

MoneyGram.( @

International Money Transfer

First FilAm Mediation/
FilAm Travel & NBSP

www.filammediation.com

Wedical stalfing: RE"4, CRL 5, L'I'H i, P15 B e,
Pro Se: Divorce® I_llur:q—' LLE® Living Trwid ITEM processing® elc.

First Fil-Am Mediation Practice, LLC & NBSP;

FilAm Travel Services

Avold Foreclosare! Consider Marigage Medialion
Medical Staffing Support availa blef Busimeds Opportunity welcome
Phome: (TT5) B25-BITT or cefll #: TT5-T42- ?Id

m=JAMES/CHONA
plolljFree 1, 888 619 6017 = Fax 775 359 8007

CONSTRUCTION

51 R

Construction Co.

North | 245 Sz Sermn s doeor
EI * Mew Construction
U * Addition and Remodeding
TEL: 510-223-1120 |* Retaining Wall
510-507-1717 | ° Drainage and Sewer
FAX: 510-223-1201 |* Plan and Specification

P.O. BOX 20488, EL SOBRANTE, CALIF, 94820-0488

TON CONSTRUCTION INC

NEW HOMES, ADDITION, REMODEL
No subcontractor
Free Estimate
Call: Steve Guzon 408-693-T234

Sy Ton 408-786-6687

Gén, Contracior Lic.
1835 Morril Ave San Jose Ca 95132 lﬂaLll:r':émL:ll-ci

DIVORCIO & WEDDING SA
NEVADA -- MADALLI!

Across from Harrah's & Cal-Meva Casino

FILAM Inc. Multi Services
150 North Center St., Ste.#301
Reno, Nevada 89501
FREE INFO: Call (775) 324-1315
www.filamusa.com
Ask for John “Romy” Rose

CAREGIVERS WANTED

for a residential care home in 5an Jose area.
Take care of mentally-handicapped
residents. Must have worker’s permit.

calitak at (408) 605-5533
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