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IMMIGRATION
HIGHLIGHTS

By Atty. Crispin Lozano

LEGAL 
RIGHTS

By Atty. Johnson Lazaro

IN this issue, we will discuss 
the visa bulletin for November 
2007, and other important de-
velopments in immigration. 

November 2007 State De-
partment Visa Bulletin

If you are checking the sta-
tus of your priority date, the 
Department of State is pres-
ently processing the following 
petitions with priority dates as 
indicated below.

A. Family Based Prefer-
ences:

1. First Preference Unmar-
ried Sons and Daughter of 
Citizens	, July 22, 1992.

This Preference advanced 
by five weeks since last 
month.

2. Second Preference:
a. Spouses and Minor Chil-

dren of Permanent Residents, 
Dec. 15, 2002.

This Preference advanced 
by four weeks since last 
month.

b. Unmarried Sons and 
Daughter 21 years and over of 
Lawful Permanent Residents, 
Dec. 22, 1996.

This Preference advanced 
by two weeks since last 
month.

3. Third Preference Mar-
ried Sons and Daughters of 
Citizens, Mar. 01, 1991.

This Preference advanced 
by one week since last 
month

4. Fourth Preference Broth-
ers and Sisters of Adult Citi-
zens, Aug. 08, 1985.

This Preference advanced 
by 4 weeks since last month.

B. Employment Based 
Preferences:

1. First Preference – Priority 
Workers, Current.

2. Second Preference – Ad-
vanced Degree Professionals, 
Current.

3. Third Preference – Skilled 
Workers & Professionals, Aug. 
01, 2002.

This preference did not ad-

November 2007 
Visa News
vance since last month

Unskilled – Other Workers, 
Oct. 01, 2001.

This preference did not ad-
vance since last month

Scheduled A Workers, Aug. 
01, 2002.

This preference did not ad-
vance since last month

4. Fourth Preference – Cer-
tain Special Immigrants, Cur-
rent.

Religious Workers, Cur-
rent.

5. Fifth Preference – Alien 
Investors, Current.

Please note that for the 
month of November 2007, Em-
ployment Based Third Prefer-
ence visa (professionals and 
skilled workers) is available 
for the Philippine nationals 
with approved labor certifica-
tions or I-140 petitions with 
priority dates earlier than Au-
gust 01, 2002.  For Schedule A 
nurses and physical therapist, 
immigrant visa is also avail-
able for November 2007 if 
they have an approved I-140 
petition dated earlier than 
August 01, 2002.   

Third Preference visas for 
Unskilled Workers such as 
caregivers, nursing assistants 
and nannies are available for 
those Philippine Nationals 
with approved labor certifica-
tions dated earlier than Octo-
ber 1, 2001 for the month of 
November 2007.   

Hot News of the Week
Green cards without ex-

piration date should be re-
newed within 120 days period.  
Please call our office for ques-
tions about renewing green 
cards.

There are about eight states 
that still issue driver’s license 
to illegal immigrants.

Illegal immigrants who 
graduated from a U.S. high 
school may study in college 
and avail of lower tuition fee in 
California under certain law.

The U.S. Consulate will re-
fer applicant with DUI records 
to a panel of physician before 
approving visa.

Temporary restraining order 
on the “no-match social secu-
rity number” rule has been 
issued by Federal Court.

Tip of the Week:
Waiver for certain mis-

representation at the time of 
entry may be waived if you 
have a parent or spouse who 
is a U.S. citizen or lawful per-
manent resident.  You should 
apply now before the law is 
changed.

Denied F-2A opt out re-
quests are now approvable.

Employers should have a 
file of I-9 for all its employ-
ees.

This is the time to legalize 
your stay in the U.S. because 
of the announced DHS crack-
down on illegal immigrants 
with more workplace en-
forcement and agents to do 
the job.

Taxpayer Identification 
Number is not a Social Se-
curity Number.  It should 
be identified as ITIN and 
be used only in filing Form 
1099 Miscellaneous with the 
IRS at the end of the year.  It 
should not be used for filing 
payroll returns with the Social 
Security Administration.  Our 
office handles consultation 
on “no match SS number” 
situations.

Income tax filing is required 
in the proposed legalization.  
Individual Tax Identification 
Number (ITIN) can be used 
for filing tax returns and is 
required before bank accounts 
can be opened.  It is also need-
ed by employers to charge to 
expense payment for contrac-
tual job.  Our office assists 
clients in obtaining ITIN.

***
Crispin Caday Lozano is an active 

member of the State Bar of California 
and he specializes in immigration law. 
He earned his Juris Doctor at Western 
State University in Fullerton, California. 
His offices are located at 1290 B Street, 
Suite 205, Hayward, California 94541 and 
at 777 N. First St., Suite 333, San Jose, CA 
95112. You can contact him at telephone 
number (510) 538-7188.
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Do Business and Stay 
with an Investor’s Visa

investment figures, we may be 
falling even farther behind our 
neighbors.

Viewed in this light, the 
government is right in lining 
up massive investments in 
infrastructure for the years 
ahead. I have already pointed 
out before that our extraordi-
nary jump to 7.5-percent GDP 
growth is explained entirely by 
the steep double-digit growth 
in government spending, both 
in regular expenses and espe-
cially in infrastructure. The 
government has obviously 
been trying to pump-prime 
the economy. The problem is 
that the pump, so far, refuses 
to be primed. Private domes-
tic investment has yet to fol-
low the government’s lead.

Critical link
Where do we need the 

investments most? With 61 
percent of our 2.8 million 
unemployed never having 
gone beyond high school, I 
have constantly argued that 
agriculture (including agri-
business) and tourism will be 

our best bet for creating these 
much-needed jobs relatively 
quickly. There remains great 
job creation potential both 
within and near our country’s 
farms. A critical link is agri-
processing enterprises, which 
would expand the markets for 
our farm products, especially 
nontraditional and high-value 
crops, both here at home and 
overseas.

Local governments can play 
a much stronger role in foster-
ing the right environment to 
attract more investments to 
strengthen this critical link. 
Over the years, our main ob-
stacle in agriculture has been 
an overcentralized approach 
to the sector that is prone to 
inefficiency and graft. Worse, 
that overcentralized bureau-
cracy has had the most unsta-
ble leadership among major 
government departments in 
recent memory.

More than infra
As for tourism, our prob-

lem, as I have constantly 
maintained, lies more in pol-
icy and less in infrastructure. 

From PAGE 25

Wanted: Filipino... With rapidly rising numbers 
of affluent Chinese and Indian 
tourists coming out of those 
countries’ zooming econo-
mies, there should be great 
opportunities for a massive in-
crease in our tourism-related 
jobs. But it seems we are will-
ingly foregoing the opportuni-
ties in the way we continue 
to make it more costly and 
difficult for those tourists to fly 
into the Philippines. And this 
we are doing by unnecessarily 
limiting the airline seats avail-
able, all because our seem-
ingly captured policymakers 
choose to put the profits of 
the already lucrative domi-
nant domestic carriers above 
the wider national interest. 
(Wonder why Cambodia has 
been getting far more tourists 
than we do?)

We can unleash far more 
job-creating investments by 
both Filipinos and foreigners 
than what we manage to get 
now. But first, our leaders 
must take to heart what inves-
tors appear to be saying loud 
and clear: Infrastructure in-
vestments are good, but what 
we need, more than anything 
else, is good governance. g

1 a.m. It doubles as a func-
tion room for birthdays or 
meetings.

“It’s really an all-day, all-
night work,” Cinco says.

Born businessman
He considers himself a nat-

ural-born businessman even if 
he took a business manage-
ment course in college. He re-
members that when he was in 
Grade 6, he used to hop from 
one house to another in the 
neighborhood, selling eggs 
for an extra allowance.

When he went to college 
in Manila, he picked up pas-
sengers on his way to school 
for some earnings.

Although the nature of his 

businesses seemed to be in 
no way connected, Cinco said 
the idea was customer-driven. 
“I saw that the customers did 
not have a place to stay while 
waiting for their cars to be 
serviced,” he explains. Before, 
he just put a beach umbrella 
shop to provide shade.

Cinco says the grilling sta-
tion at his restaurant is a 
franchise of Chicken Republic, 
another business with a part-
ner in Cavite.

He adds that he has also 
ventured into buying and sell-
ing cars. His wife Judith is an 
authorized dealer of Claudia 
and Alexus Christy watches.

Not a bed of roses
“Not all businesses are a 

bed of roses,” Cinco says, 
however. He recalls that in 
2005, one of his cars displayed 
for sale at the shop was stolen. 
Two helpers had constantly 
advanced their salaries until 
they left without finishing 
their contracts, he says.

But the resulting big finan-
cial losses never hindered his 
maturity as a businessman. “It 
is through experience that we 
learn more,” he says.

Mecono may be an upstart, 
but Cinco says it is growing. 
He opened the restaurant 
with capital coming from the 
shop and has invested in other 
properties and cars through 
the same source. (Inquirer.
net)

Auto Shop by Day, Resto-bar by...
From PAGE 25

***********************************************
“The U.S. government requires that you 
are ready, able, and willing to make the 

investment before your visa can be approved.”
***********************************************

business. The spouse will be 
allowed to work anywhere and 
the children (under 21) will be 
able to enroll in school. If the 
investor needs advice on run-
ning the business, there are 
government agencies such as 
the Small Business Adminis-
tration to assist the investor. 

This visa is different from the 
one that can get you a “green 
card.” For lawful permanent 
residency, the investment is at 
least $500,000 to one million.  
But for those who don’t have a 
cool million lying around, the 
investor’s visa works just fine. 
Also, you do need to renew 
every two years.

Aside from business people, 
we will be speaking with po-
tential immigrants and those 
with questions in obtaining 
visas from the U.S. Embassy 
in Manila. Despite the recent 
immigration restrictions and 
the failure to pass a compre-
hensive immigration reform, 
there are still many ways to 
immigrate to America and the 
investor’s visa remains feasible 
choice.

***
Lazaro and Associates is a Filipino-

owned law firm that handles civil 
litigation. The firm’s offices are located 
in San Francisco and Fremont/Newark/
Union City in California, and Makati City 
(Philippines), with tel. no. (415) 278-9577, 
e-mail Law@LazaroLaw.com, and website 
at www.LazaroLaw.com.

***
This article should not be taken as legal 

advice for any individual case or situation. 

The information is intended to be general 

and should not be relied upon for any specific 

situation. This is not meant to create a lawyer-

client relationship. 
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THIS November, we will be 
meeting with several business 
people in Manila and around 
the Philippines to provide in-
formation about the Investor’s 
visa. Below is a preview of the 
topics concerning this visa.

What is an investor’s visa?  
This visa allows you, your 

family, and even key employ-
ees to operate your business in 
the United States. 

How do I find a business or 
an investment opportunity in 
America? 

The best approach is to try 
and obtain a business visa 
(B-1 visa) to visit the U.S. and 
personally explore business 
opportunities. There are thou-
sands of businesses for sale. 

What is the procedure to 
immigrate to America? 

The U.S. government re-
quires that you are ready, 
able, and willing to make the 
investment before your visa 
can be approved. This means 
that your funds may have to 

be deposited in an account in 
the U.S., in a U.S. bank in the 
Philippines, with a reputable 
escrow company in the U.S. 
or in the attorney-client trust 
account. 

How much should one in-
vest? 

This visa is for the serious 
investor. It is available for 
someone with $150,000.00 to 
invest but consular officials 
would prefer a “true entrepre-
neur”—someone who would 
genuinely invest or buy a busi-
ness in America and make it 
grow and prosper as compared 
to someone who just wants to 
immigrate. 

The investor, his family 
and even key employees are 
qualified to immigrate as long 
as can he can show sufficient 
resources to sustain their live-
lihood while he operates the 


