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IMMIGRATION
HIGHLIGHTS

By Atty. Crispin Lozano

LEGAL 
RIGHTS

By Atty. Johnson Lazaro

B U S I N E S S

The USCIS announced the 
direct filing of petitions and 
application forms effective 
July 30, 2007.

Question: What is direct 
filing?

Answer: Direct filing is the 
result of bi-specialization of 
USCIS whereby the forms 
are filed to the Service Cen-
ter that will adjudicate the 
petition.  The filing location 
is determined by the place 
of employment or residence 
of the petitioner or applicant 
and the type of petition or 
application being filed.

Question: What will hap-
pen if the petition or appli-
cation is filed in the wrong 
Service Center?

Answer: During the first 30 
days of Direct Filing (July 30 
to August 28, 2007) the US-
CIS will not reject any forms 
incorrectly filed at the prior 
filing location.  Beginning 
on or after August 29, 2007, 
USCIS will reject any of the 

USCIS Memo on Direct 
Filing of Forms 
forms that are filed with the 
incorrect filing locations.

Question: Where can pe-
titioners and applicants find 
the right filing location?

Answer: The correct direct 
filing location is posted in 
the USCIS website and the 
instructions in the forms.

Question: What forms are 
affected by the direct filing?

Answer: The following 
forms are affected by the 
direct filing: I-140, I-360, 
I-485, I-765, I-907, I-129F 
and I-131.

Question: For residents of 
California and for petitioners 
and employees whose busi-
ness is located in California, 
the following is the filing 
location.

Form I-140 petitions if 
filed concurrently with Form 
I-485 should be filed at:

USCIS
Nebraska Service Center
P.O. Box 87485 
Lincoln, NE 68501-7485
If filing for I-140 only, file 

at:
USCIS 
Nebraska Service Center
P.O. Box 87140 

Lincoln, NE 68501-7140
If filing I-140 and I-485 

through courier (FedEx, DHL, 
and UPS), file at:

USCIS
Nebraska Service Center
850 S Street
Lincoln, NE 68508-1225
Form I-360 should be filed 

as follows:
If  f i l ing as a battered 

spouse or child, or as a wid-
ow or widower, file at:

USCIS 
Vermont Service Center
75 Lower Welden Street
St. Albans, VT 05479-

0001
If filing I-360 concurrently 

with I-485, file at:
USCIS
P.O. Box 805887
Chicago, IL 60680-4120
If filing I-360 for religious 

worker or minister, file at:
USCIS 
California Service Center
P.O. Box 10360 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-

1036
If filing form I-485 with 

an approved or concurrently 
filed Form I-130 or approved 
I-129F, file at:

USCIS
P.O. Box 805887
Chicago, IL 60680-4120
If filing I-485 through cou-

rier (FedEx, DHL and UPS) 
file at:

USCIS
Attn:	FBASI
427 S. LaSalle – 3rd Floor
Chicago, IL 60605-1029
If filing I-129F for your 

fiancé(e), file at:
USCIS
California Service Center
P.O. Box 10130
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-

0130
If filing I-129F through 

courier (FedEx, DHL and 
UPS), file at:

USCIS
California Service Center
24000 Avila Road
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THE consul or immigra-
tion officer charged you with 
fraud and misrepresenta-
tion.  He stares at you and 
promised that you will never 
be a resident of the United 
States. Don’t run. Don’t hide.  
It’s hard, but see if you can 
remain calm and collected as 
you analyze possible solutions 
with an attorney.  Provide your 
counsel with all of the facts 
of your case and don’t resign 
right away. There may be— 
just maybe — a way out. 

Bring all of your documents 
to your attorney and carefully 
lay out all of the facts.  Coun-
sel can only help you if he or 
she knows the details that led 
to the decision of a fraud case.  
The grounds for fraud can be 
challenged.  But careful and 
thorough analysis is needed.

What does the law say? 
“Any alien who, by fraud or 
willfully misrepresenting a 
material fact, seeks to procure 
(or has sought to procure or 
has procured) a visa, other 
documentation, or admis-
sion into the United States or 
other benefit provided under 
this Act is inadmissible.” Now 
that’s a lot of legal mumbo 
jumbo but your lawyer’s job is 
to figure out if you have a way 
out.  Let’s break it down.

Did you intentionally or 

A Way Out of Immigration Fraud
unknowingly made misrepre-
sentations to U.S Government 
officials?  What did you say to 
the consul? What statements 
were made to officials at the 
port of entry? Did you sign any 
documents admitting that you 
lied?  Who made the misrep-
resentation?  Was it you?  If 
not you who? Did your spouse 
lie about your visa? If so you 
may not be guilty.

Let’s look at the fraud.  Did 
you know that the statement 
you made was untrue?  Did 
you intend to lie or commit 
fraud?  Did the immigration 
officer believe or act upon the 
fraud? If the answer is YES to 
all of the above, you may be 
in trouble.  But don’t give up 
yet.  Read on.

The lie or misrepresenta-
tion must be a willful misrep-
resentation of a material fact.  
This is complicated.  You must 
have known the falsity of your 
verbal or written statement.  
If you didn’t know that it was 
false, you may be off the hook.  
The fraud must be material.  
This is not easy to explain but 
for the sake of this article, the 
fraud must have affected the 
decision of the immigration 
officer.  It must have made 
a direct or objective signifi-
cance to the resolution of your 
case.  Don’t try to figure this 
out by yourself.  An attorney 
will do that for you.  

If you have an agent who 
acquired the visa for you and 
if you were aware that your 
agent committed fraud, that 
misrepresentation was willful.  

Remember that “silence is 
gold.”  If you remained quiet 
and did not volunteer infor-
mation to any U.S. officials, 
you can challenge the allega-
tion of fraud.  There must be 
clear evidence that you knew 
the fraud.  Mere suspicion of 
fraud does not count.  Mere 
allegations would not be ac-
ceptable in a court of law.  
Just because the immigration 
officer believed you were lying 
is not enough.

But even if there was fraud 
or misrepresentation, you 
still must keep hope alive.  
The next question is whether 
there is a waiver available 
and if you are eligible for this 
waiver.  A waiver is simply a 
“forgiveness” provision that 
allows you to enter the U.S. 
or establish residency despite 
of the fraud.  So be vigilant 
and don’t give up easily.  This 
is your future and the future 
of your children.  It’s worth 
the fight.

***
Lazaro and Associates is a Filipino-

owned law firm that handles civil 
litigation. The firm’s offices are located 
in San Francisco and Fremont/Newark/
Union City in California, and Makati City 
(Philippines), with tel. no. (415) 278-9577, 
e-mail Law@LazaroLaw.com, and website 
at www.LazaroLaw.com.

***
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and should not be relied upon for any specific 

situation. This is not meant to create a lawyer-

client relationship.

(Advertising Supplement)

TAGAYTAY CITY — Dong 
Cano, A Christian pastor, has 
all the reasons to be happy 
about his native handicraft 
business.

The former seminarian 
produces curtains, canopies, 
shawls, bags, mosquito and 
wall nets, hampers, baskets, 
craft lampshades, glass cov-
ers, pitcher covers and throw 
pillows.

Cano supplies to Balik-
bayan  Handicrafts, Reg-
along Pambahay, ShoeMart, 
Rustan’s, Shangrila in Makati 
and Harrison Plaza in Mabini. 
He also exports to the United 
States, Japan and Europe.

“I’m not profit-oriented 
though or I would be very 
rich by now,” he says, add-
ing that his income is just 
enough also to support the 
out-of-school youth that 
he has been tapping in the 
business.

Cano claims the name 
of his business, Abundant 
Handicraft, was inspired by 

Yes, Virginia, Business and God’s Work Mix 
the Bible.

“My mission is to be God-
ly, to reach out to the needy 
and down,” he says.

He does not mind that 
his products are sometimes 
copied, thinking that his 
God-given creativity is un-
limited.

Cano worked as product 
developer for 11 years in a 
big Spanish-owned company 
in Cavite, which exports 
leather bags.

The closing down of the 
company in 1986 opened the 
door to his hobby.

Starting with only with 
P300 capital, his hobby ma-
terialized into business in 
1999, with his wife Cecilia 
as its highly efficient produc-
tion manager.

“I no longer wanted to get 
tired working on something 
which I really didn’t like. If 
it’s a hobby, you’re happy 
every day — money is sec-
ondary. I like handicrafts, I 
love nature,” says Cano.

He started with bags, ac-
cessories (necklace, brace-
let) and curtains (100 per-
cent cotton from Ilocos).

He is also fond of using as 
material the bark of a tree in 
Bicol and abandoned dead 
trees, vines and nuts.

Cano ’s  gross  income 
per month ranges from a 
low of P35,000 to a high of 
P250,000.

During leisure time, Cano 
sings praises to God, jogs 
and does push-ups.

Cano has also had his 
share of “down moments” in 
the business.

“What helped me was my 
being positive in all ways. I 
was determined to be suc-
cessful and my inspiration 
has been my wife and chil-
dren,” he says.

In terms of product devel-
opment, he advises: “There 
should be originality and 
honesty because these will 
last. All that is fake will fade 
away.” (Inquirer.net)

school supplies. When the 
bags were ready, their entire 
staff scheduled an outreach 
program to the beneficiary 
community together. “We 
taught solid waste manage-
ment among the adults and 
gave children the bags, on 
which we had printed our 
waste management campaign 
statement, so they’d remem-
ber what the workshop was all 
about,” Clemente says of their 
heroic, albeit little-known, 
initiative.

Clemente and Pustrado 
have spent for a total of 4,500 
bags since last March, point-
ing the way to other com-
panies. Among those who 
responded was Bounty Fresh 
Chicken which used recycled 
tarp bags as giveaways to 
customers.

Clemente has foisted the 
project on her son’s football 
team as well. “The HEdCEN 
varsity team will use the tarp 
bags as football bags, with the 
slogan ‘Better People, Better 
Earth’ printed on them.”

The cousins hope to make 
the bags available for sale 
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From Garbage to...
soon. “But only when we can 
produce enough inventory for 
a show room (in Bacolod),” 
says Clemente.

Zesto Bags
The fruit drinks are a fa-

vorite among Pinoy kids, but 
Zesto’s used foil pouches 
recycled into eco-bags have 
become a hit in Europe, with 
orders coming in since 2004.

It all started when Fr. Shay 
Cullen, president of the Peo-
ple’s Recovery, Empowerment 
and Development Assistance 
(PREDA), on one of his visits 
to Germany, was asked to de-
velop a rutsack (a kiddie back 
pack) using recycled drink 
pouches as primary materials, 
recalls Amabelle Facturanan, 
PREDA Fair Trade Sales & 
Marketing Officer.

“Eventually, the products 
were promoted and sold to 
our Fair Trade buyers in Swit-
zerland, United States, Hol-
land and Italy,” she adds.

The project, reveals Fr. 
Cullen, provides sustainable 
home- and community-based 
employment for women sew-
ers and trash collectors, giv-
ing them “an alternative to 

begging and protecting their 
children from trafficking.” 
With the materials recycled 
instead of being discarded 
into garbage dumps, the proj-
ect helps in cleaning and 
protecting the environment 
as well. Says Facturanan. 
“At PREDA Fair Trade, we 
only use 100 percent recy-
cled empty pouches that we 
collect from dumpsites and 
schools.”

The bags cost anywhere 
from US$1.10 to about US$ 
20. Since the project started 
in 2004, PREDA has been able 
to sell about 15,000 pieces 
of recycled bags in different 
sizes and designs.

For orders and inquiries, 
please call Binggirl Clemente, 
Green Pine Print, tel. 645-7331, 
0920-9105824 or email green-
pine_print@yahoo.com. For 
bags recycled from pouches, 
call Amabelle Facturanan, sales 
& marketing officer, People’s 
Recovery, Empowerment and 
Development Assistance (PRE-
DA) Fair Trade, Kalaklan, Olon-
gapo City, tel. (+63) (47)223-
9629 to 30; Fax (+63) (47)223-
96-28 or 29 or email pretrade@
info.com.ph, predalex@info.
com.ph or visit website www.
preda.net. (Inquirer.net)


