
SEPTEMBER 14-20, 2007 • ASIAN JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS  (650) 583-6818  • http://www.asianjournal.com28

LEGAL 
RIGHTS

By Atty. Johnson Lazaro

B U S I N E S S

IMMIGRATION
HIGHLIGHTS

By Atty. Crispin Lozano

GREEN card  ho ld ing 
spouses of US cit izens, 
whether military or civil-
ian who are regularly as-
signed by the US government 
abroad, may be naturalized 
without satisfying the normal 
time periods for physically 
residing in the United States. 
This benefit is immediately 
available after admission as a 
lawful permanent resident.

Question: Who are quali-
fied for expeditious natural-
ization?

Answer: The following 
are qualified for expeditious 
naturalization:

1. Green card holding 
spouse of US citizen in the 
military who is serving or will 
be deployed abroad for one 
year or more.

2. Green card holding 
spouse of US citizen who 
is a civilian employee as-
signed by the U.S. govern-
ment abroad for one year or 
more.

Question: Why is the pro-
cess called expeditious natu-
ralization?

Answer: It is called expedi-
tious naturalization because 
the normal physical presence 
and residency requirements 
in the US are waived. The 
only requirement is that the 
overseas assignment must be 
one year or more. The spouse 
may apply for naturalization 
even immediately after the 
grant of green card. Even 
conditional permanent resi-
dent may qualify.

Question: Is there a dead-
line to file for this benefit?

Answer: Yes. Expeditious 
naturalization option for 
spouses is not available once 
the overseas tour is over.

Question: Is this option 
available even if the depen-
dent spouse could not join 
the US citizen spouse due to 
hostilities in places like Iraq 
or Afghanistan?

Answer: Yes. Naturaliza-
tion can be granted to an ap-
plicant who plans to reside in 
a foreign country wile await-
ing the opportunity to join 
the U.S. citizen spouse.

Question: Where can the 
naturalization application 
be filed?

Answer: The naturaliza-
tion application can be filed 
in any district of the USCIS. 
The applicant does not have 
to reside within the jurisdic-
tion of the district of the 
Service where naturalization 
is sought.

Question: What is the pro-
cedure in filing for the natu-
ralization?

Answer: File Form N-400 
with supporting documents 
like Form DD 1278 (Certifi-
cate of Overseas Assignment) 
from the US citizen spouse 
military command if concur-
rent travel is authorized.  
If concurrent travel is not 
authorized, the dependent 
spouse must provide a copy 
of the orders, paid airline 
ticket to the overseas duty 
station, and a letter from the 
commanding officer stating 
that the military will permit 
the alien spouse to accom-
pany the member at his or 
her own expense.

Hot News of the Week:
1. A Temporary Restrain-

ing Order (TRO) was issued 
by a Federal Court Judge to 
stop the implementation of 
the “no-match social security 
number” rule — a sigh of 
relief from lots of employers 
nationwide.

2. Representative Zoe 
Lofgren of San Jose filed a 

resolution to invalidate the 
latest increase in USCIS fil-
ing fees. Call your Senator 
or Representative to support 
the resolution.

3. The House Subcommit-
tee on Immigration held a 
hearing on the comprehen-
sive immigration reform this 
September 2007.

Tips of the Week:
1. This is the time to legal-

ize your stay in the US be-
cause of the announced DHS 
crackdown on illegal immi-
grants with more workplace 
enforcement and agents to 
do the job.

2. Taxpayer Identifica-
tion Number is not a Social 
Security Number. It should 
be identified as ITIN and be 
used only in filing Form 1099 
Miscellaneous with the IRS at 
the end of the year. It should 
not be used for filing payroll 
returns with the Social Se-
curity Administration. Our 
office handles consultation 
on “no match SS number” 
situations.

3. Income tax filing is re-
quired in the proposed legal-
ization. Individual Tax Iden-
tification Number (ITIN) can 
be used for filing tax returns 
and is required before bank 
accounts can be opened. It is 
also needed by employers to 
charge to expense payment 
for contractual job. Our office 
assists clients in obtaining 
ITIN.

***
Crispin Caday Lozano is an active 

member of the State Bar of California 
and he specializes in immigration law. 
He earned his Juris Doctor at Western 
State University in Fullerton, California. 
His offices are located at 1290 B Street, 
Suite 205, Hayward, California 94541 
and at 777 N. First St., Suite 333, San 
Jose, CA 95112. You can contact him at 
telephone number (510) 538-7188.
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GOING to jail is bad. Go-
ing to jail and being taken 
by immigration officers to 
be kicked out of the United 
States is worse.

Unfortunately, for many 
“green card” holders who 
commit a crime, the double 
whammy is a distinct pos-
sibility. Some call it double 
punishment. This is one of the 
hazards of being convicted 
when you are just a lawful 
permanent resident.

One of the most common 
ways for a lawful resident to 
be removed from the US is by 
committing a crime of moral 
turpitude (CMT). Hundreds 
of offenses qualify as “crimes 
involving moral turpitude,” 
and even minor convictions 
have immigration impact. 
There are reliefs available but 
proceed with caution because 
this area of criminal and im-
migration law is enormously 
complicated.

One of the most common 

Crimes and Immigration
CMT is the offense of theft. 
Even shoplifting for piece 
of bubble gum can get you 
convicted of theft. There are 
those who believe that a con-
viction for stealing something 
of minor value will not get 
you deported but the judge 
will have a different conclu-
sion. The bottom line is, don’t 
think for one moment that 
having the “green card” in 
your pocket makes you safe 
against forced removal from 
the US.

Lawful residents who may 
have had brushes with the 
law in the past should talk 
to a lawyer before traveling 
abroad. Many immigrants 
are unknowingly dragged 
into immigration courts upon 
returning from a lovely vaca-
tion overseas. Upon their ar-
rival, immigration officers at 
the port of entry are waiting 
to give them an unpleasant 
surprise — a notice to ap-
pear before the immigration 
judge. Consider this as a 
travel warning.

If you have to defend your-
self in a criminal court, you 
can sometimes avoid a harsh 
immigration penalty by care-

fully strategizing your crimi-
nal law defense. There are 
ways for criminal law attor-
neys to navigate the system 
in order to avoid a deporta-
tion. It helps if your attorney 
knows about the deportation 
process.

Even after your criminal 
court case, there are ways to 
avoid deportation. This may 
involve going back to criminal 
law court and having your 
conviction expunged or va-
cated. In a criminal proceed-
ing, one must be aware of the 
immigration consequences 
before taking a plea. If the 
court did not make you aware 
of the possibility of deporta-
tion, you may be able to get 
your judgment vacated. Once 
a conviction is expunged or 
vacated, Immigration can no 
longer hold you deportable 
for that crime.

There are many good and 
well-meaning people who 
sometimes make mistakes. 
But for those who are just 
“green card” holders, those 
mistakes could mean double 
trouble. After the criminal 
justice system is done, im-
migration comes in to try to 
throw you out of the country. 
Proper education and careful 
strategizing are keys to avoid-
ing deportation.

***
Atty. Lazaro represents immigrants in 

all Federal Courts in the United States. 
Lazaro and Associates specializes in 
difficult immigration cases as well 
as business immigration and family 
unification. The firm’s offices are located 
in San Francisco, Fremont, Union City 
California, and Makati, Philippines 
Telephone (415)278-9577. E-mail: 
Law@LazaroLaw.com; Website: www.
LazaroLaw.com.

***
This article should not be taken as legal 

advice for any individual case or situation. 

The information is intended to be general 

and should not be relied upon for any specific 

situation. This is not meant to create a lawyer-

client relationship. 
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Expeditious Naturalization for 
Spouses of US Citizens Abroad

Getting the Facts on Equity Loans and Lines of Credit
WHEN it comes to finding 

financial resources for life’s 
monetary needs, using home 
equity is becoming increasingly 
prevalent among consumers for 
a loan or a line of credit. Addi-
tionally, it is often possible that 
the interest paid on these types 
of loans may be tax-deductible. 
Check with your tax advisor 
regarding tax deductibility of 
interest.

Although both an equity loan 
and an equity line of credit are 
secured by your home, the eq-
uity line of credit is a revolving 
credit line, while funds from 
an equity loan are paid in one 
lump sum. The best one for you 
depends on what your financial 
goals are and how you plan to 
use the money.

For example, if you want 
a set amount of money for a 
specific purpose such as buy-
ing a car or for an addition to 
your home, an equity loan is 
probably best since it provides 
a fixed payment for the life of 
the loan.

Another advantage of an 
equity loan is its similarity to a 

first mortgage. “Typically an eq-
uity loan will have a fixed rate,” 
says Cindy Fujiwara, director 
of residential lending-sales at 
Fremont Bank.

The advantages of an equity 
line of credit are varied. An eq-
uity line can be used much like 
a credit card to pay for major 
items such as medical bills, 
education, debt consolidation 
or for investment goals. Many 
people use a portion of their 
credit line, pay it down and 
then repeat the process. With 
an equity line of credit, a lender 
approves you for a specific 
amount which becomes your 
credit limit or the maximum you 
may borrow.

The two equity products can 
also differ in costs, including 
the APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate), because the rate is based 
differently on each type of 
loan. Also remember, with an 
equity loan there may be points 
charged which is not normally 
the case with an equity line of 
credit. 

“We always recommend 
people talk to a loan special-

INTRODUCING: Yacon 
wine.

This is the newest com-
mercial product developed 
out of yacon, a root crop 
introduced in the Philippines 
only in the 1990s.

The Benguet State Uni-
versity (BSU) produced the 
yacon wine to develop the 
full potential of this crop now 
fondly described  as “apple of 
the earth.”

The yacon wine is ready 
for commercialization, ac-
cording to Dr. Roger Colt-
ing, newly reappointed BSU 
president.

Yacon (scientific name: 
Smallanthus sonchifolis), 
which looks like sweet potato 
(camote), originated in the 
Andrean mountains in South 
America, particularly in Peru 
and Bolivia. It belongs to the 
sunflower family.

Records show that it was 
extensively grown by the Do-
alnara Multipurpose Coop-
erative in Claveria, Misamis 
Oriental (northern Mindanao) 
in the 1990s. It was intro-
duced in Baguio City and 
Nueva Vizcaya in the early 
2000s.

Yacon—whose edible roots 
are sweet, low in calorie, and 
can be eaten raw, boiled, or  
sautéed in oil—has initially 
been found by researchers 
to be a “health food.”

The Department of Science 
and Technology-Philippine  
Council for Industry and 
Energy Research and Devel-
opment (DOST-PCIERD) said 
yacon’s nutritional elements 
“have medicinal benefits to 
those who suffer from obe-
sity, constipation, insomnia, 
arthritis, hypertension and 
kidney diseases, among other 

Yacon Wine, Anyone? ailments.”
DOST-PCIERD also pointed 

out: “Yacon has the lowest 
calorie content (54) compared 
to local rootcrops such as 
sweet potato (123), potato 
(77), and taro (60).”

Researches undertaken by 
BSU has found that yacon is 
good for making wine, vin-
egar, and pickles.

One study noted that yacon 
has attractive features advan-
tageous to producers, pro-
cessors, consumers, and the 
environment. Among these 
are: it has a high fresh weight 
productivity; it is adaptable to 
a wide range of climate and 
soils; it is fit in agroforestry 
systems and for erosion con-
trol; and it has a wide range 
of processing alternative and 
ample nutritional content and 
medicinal properties.

Yacon can now be procured 
in several markets in Quezon 
City, San Juan City, and Man-
daluyong City. (Philstar.com)

ist,” Fujiwara says, “because a 
person often hears of an equity 
line of credit from a friend. After 
talking at length with a profes-
sional about their needs and 
goals, they may determine that 
an equity loan is best — or vice 
versa.”

***
Rommel Lubuguin is a loan officer at 

Fremont Bank, specializing in Purchase 
Loan, Refinancing, Home Equity Loan and 
Line of Credit. For more details on how 
to apply for a loan, you can reach him at 
888-319-0259.
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