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IMMIGRATION
HIGHLIGHTS

By Atty. Crispin Lozano

Pres. Bush Still Wants 
Immigration Bill to Pass LEGAL 

RIGHTS

By Atty. Johnson Lazaro

FOR years, the phrase 
“Don’t leave home without 
it” was associated with the 
American Express Card.  The 
famous credit card company 
attracted new cardholders by 
convincing them that having 
the American Express Card 
would enable them to be 
financially prepared in any 
situation.   Strange as it may 
sound, this phrase is also a 
reminder to U.S. permanent 
residents who plan lengthy 
trips abroad—except the “it” 
refers to a “reentry permit.”

Reentry Permits to Main-
tain Permanent Resident Sta-
tus—A reentry permit is an 
extremely important docu-
ment to have if you are a legal 
permanent resident (LPR) 
planning to travel abroad for 
a prolonged period of time.  
This document gives you per-
mission to come back to the 
U.S. after a long trip outside 
of the country (provided you 
are not otherwise inadmis-
sible under the grounds of 
inadmissibility, laid out in the 
Immigration and Nationality 
Act).  Without it, you might 
be denied entry back into the 
U.S. after your trip, on the 
basis that by leaving for such 
a long time, you “abandoned” 
your LPR status.

IMMIGRATION
awareness

By Atty. Christine Mindo

Affidavit of Support 
Made Easy

THE Senate immigration 
bill suffered a setback by not 
having the 60 votes needed on 
the bill. However, President 
Bush still wants the passage 
of the immigration bill this 
year based on the statement 
of Tony Snow, White House 
Spokesman.

Question: What happened 
to the Senate Immigration 
bill?

Answer: The Senate had a 
vote on whether to stop the 
debate and vote on the whole 
bill or to continue the debate 
to consider more amend-
ments. The measure did not 
have the support of 60 sena-
tors needed to vote on the bill 
so the debate was stopped and 
the bill was set aside for future 
considerations.

Question: What is Pres. 
Bush doing to have the immi-
gration bill continue to pass?

Answer: Pres. Bush will talk 
to the senators to discuss the 
points where there can be an 
agreement on the bill. He said 

in a radio speech, “I urge Sen. 
Reid to act quickly to bring 
this bill back to the Senate 
floor for a vote, and I urge 
senators from both parties to 
support it.”

Question: What are the ma-
jor concerns by the senators 
on the immigration bill?

Answer: The Senate Repub-
licans fought the bill because 
they said it would give am-
nesty and a path to citizenship 
to people who broke immigra-
tion laws. On the other hand, 
the labor unions said the 
temporary worker program in 
the bill would create an under-
class of cheap laborers.

Question: What are the 
major backers of the immigra-
tion bill trying to do to save 
the bill?

Answer: Sen. Edward Ken-
nedy who has been leading 
negotiations for months said 
that “We are not giving up. 
We are not giving in.”  Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
and Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said the 
Senate could return to the 
controversial bill at another 
time, giving hope to the bill’s 
advocates that they may be 

able to work with other law-
makers to make it happen. 
Sen. Jon Kyl who was a key 
player in the discussions said 
that they would reach out to 
other lawmakers in an effort to 
overcome strong opposition.

Hot News of the Week:
1. Filing fees for immigra-

tion benefits will increase 
by almost double by July 30, 
2007.  

2. The DOL issued the final 
rule prohibiting substitution 
of beneficiary in a labor certi-
fication effective July 16, 2007.  
Substitution before this date is 
still allowed.

Tips of the Week:
1. Nurses may benefit under 

the substitution of beneficiary 
to a labor certification. Nurses 
are classified under third pref-
erence and they may benefit 
under the substitution of ben-
eficiary to labor certification 
which is still available until 
July 13, 2007. Please call us for 
consultation on this matter. 

2. File a petition for your 
parents, siblings and adult 
children now. This type of 
petition will be limited or 
eliminated under the pro-
posed law. File them before 
July 30, 2007 to avoid increase 
in filing fee.

3. Income tax filing is re-
quired in the proposed legal-
ization. Individual Tax Iden-
tification Number (ITIN) can 
be used for filing tax returns 
and is required before bank 
accounts can be opened. It is 
also needed by employers to 
charge to expense payment 
of wages. Our office assists 
clients in obtaining ITIN.

***
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THE new affidavit of sup-
port form is supposed to be 
easier and less complex. But 
our office still receives sev-
eral questions a week about 
the new rules. Since this is 
one of the most important 
immigration rules for people 
wishing to enter the U.S., 
many people want to know. 
So let’s break it down.  

First, what is the affidavit 
of support? Anyone enter-
ing the U.S. must show that 
he is admissible to the U.S. 
A person considered “likely 
to become a public charge” 
may be inadmissible in the 
U.S. To overcome this inad-
missibility ground, the appli-
cant is required to submit an 
affidavit of support from the 
family member sponsoring 
the person as a family-based 
immigrant.  The sponsor 
must show that he or she has 
an income 125 percent above 
the federal poverty line.

The current affidavit of 
support is long and compli-
cated. Thus, the Immigration 
Service just last year, created 

an easier form. They call it 
form I-864 EZ. This is avail-
able at the immigration web-
site at www.uscis.gov. It’s 
easy because it only requires 
that sponsor to submit his or 
her most recent income tax 
return rather than submitting 
the last three federal income 
tax returns. Less documen-
tation is always better. In 
addition, it will no longer be 
required to be signed before 
a notary public. The rules are 
also more relaxed when it 
comes to joint sponsors.

Another important change 
is that Immigration is likely 
to scrutinize the sponsor’s 
income in the year when 
the immigrant filed the visa 
application or adjustment of 
status rather than earnings 
last reported to the IRS. 
However, Immigration may 
request updated evidence 
and information on financial 
ability. No longer will the 
household member live with 
the sponsor’s household for 
at least six months in order 
to sign the form.  

The new form is easy be-
cause the amount of assets 
that the sponsor must show 
to sponsor someone has 
been decreased. It’s easy 

because it allows two joint 
sponsors per family unit to 
sign the support and each 
joint sponsor is only respon-
sible for the intending immi-
grant listed on the Affidavit 
of support.  

Finally, a little known law 
that took effect in 2002 al-
lows the beneficiary of pe-
tition to use a “substitute 
sponsor” for the affidavit 
of support after the death 
of the original petitioner 
if the original petition had 
been approved prior to the 
petitioner’s death and other 
conditions are met.
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‘Don’t Leave Home Without It’
Things you should know before traveling abroad
To get a reentry permit, you 

must apply to the USCIS, pay 
the appropriate fee, and ex-
plain why you will be outside 
of the country for an extended 
period of time.  If your appli-
cation is approved, you should 
bring your reentry permit with 
you when you depart.  If you 
are unable to wait for your 
reentry permit before taking 
your trip, it is also possible 
to have the permit sent to a 
U.S. consular office or DHS 
overseas office in the country 
where you will be traveling.  
Obtaining a reentry permit 
before leaving for a trip of 
one year or longer establishes 
your intent to maintain your 
LPR status.  It is your way of 
demonstrating to the USCIS 
that although you want to 
leave the U.S. for a prolonged 
period of time, you do not 
intend to abandon your LPR 
status by doing so.  

Maintaining Permanent 
Residence for Naturaliza-
tion Purposes—A separate, 
but related issue to reentry 
permits is the maintenance 
of permanent residence for 
naturalization purposes.  One 
requirement for naturaliza-
tion is that an applicant must 
continuously reside in the U.S. 
as a LPR for 5 years prior to 
applying for citizenship.  This 
means that if you are a LPR 
applying for citizenship and 
you took a trip outside the 
U.S. that lasted for 18 months, 
any period of continuous resi-

dence that you had accrued 
was “interrupted” by your 
extended trip and you must 
start your 5 years of continu-
ous residency all over again 
upon your return to the U.S.  
In effect, it will take you lon-
ger to become a U.S. citizen 
by taking the prolonged trip 
than it would have if you did 
not.  (For a more detailed dis-
cussion on maintaining your 
permanent resident status, 
please see my article titled, 
“The Importance of Maintain-
ing your Permanent Resident 
Status” in the June 1-7 edition 
of Asian Journal).

If you are a LPR considering 
taking an extended trip abroad, 
consult an immigration attor-
ney to discuss the impact such 
a trip could have on your LPR 
status as well as your applica-
tion for citizenship.

***
Christine T. Mindo is an Immigration 

Attorney based in Sacramento. Ms.Mindo 
also accepts appointments in San 
Francisco.  Please call (916) 442-1415 
for more information and to schedule a 
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Endless Fun at Thunder 
Valley Casino’s Fourth 
Anniversary Celebration

ENTERING its fifth year, 
Thunder Valley Casino is com-
mitted to continue to improve 
and bring the best to every 
guest. Now with the addition 
of the well-knownKoi Palace 
Dim Sum Noodle House, 
you can enjoy not only your 
favorite games at the casino, 
but also fabulous Cantonese 
cuisine. To show our appre-
ciation for the support you 
have given us in the past four 
years, Thunder Valley Casino 
is having many special lucky 
drawings and free cash give-
aways in June while celebrat-
ing its 4th Anniversary.

As part of the 4th Anni-
versary celebration, there 
will be Live Drawings every 
Wednesday, Friday and Sun-
day. All Player’s Card holders 
will get free tickets to enter 
the drawings for a chance to 
win a 2007 Corvette or other 

cash prizes. Platinum and 
President players get two 
free ticket books. In addition, 
carded guests with a birthday 
in June will receive an invita-
tion to the Birthday Bonanza 
with total prize $15,000. Top 
Gold, Platinum and President 
players are invited to partici-
pate in the “$10,000 Saturday 
Night Free Cash Giveaway”.

Moreover, you don’t want 
to miss the “$100,000 Twice 
as Hot Slot Tournament” from 
noon to 3am daily. The play-
ers’ with the top 15 scores 
each day win free slot play. 
Prize amounts are doubled 
for all Platinum and President 
winners. Each time you play 
in the slot tournament, you’ll 
also receive an entry ticket to 
enter the “Second Chance to 
Win” drawing for a chance to 
win $1,000 of free slot play

Every Gold Player who 

plays in the “Twice as Hot 
Slot Tournament” will receive 
a “Golden Bonus Slot Tourna-
ment” invitation to a special 
tournament. Ten players with 
the highest scores at the end 
of the tournament will each 
win $100 in Free Slot Play. 
With so many prizes and 
chances to win, let’s come to 
Thunder Valley Casino and 
celebrate its 4th anniversary 
together in June. 

Sacramento’s Thunder Val-
ley is always the best place for 
visiting and having fun with 
over 2,800 slot machines and 
video poker machines. Try 
your luck at the Baccarat table 
or experience the excitement 
of Pai Gow Poker and Black 
Jack. With nearly a hundred 
gaming tables, the casino is 
dedicated to provide you with 
24 hours non-stop services.
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